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INTRODUCTION 


The University Manuscripts Library is an institution under the Uni¬ 
versity of Kerala for the preservation and publication of old palm leaf 
manuscripts of ancient works. There is now a collection of more than 28,000 
codices in Sanskrit, 5000 codices in Malayalam and 1500 codices in other 
languages in this Library. Additions are made by collecting manuscripts 
from ancient families in different parts of Kerala. 

The original institution for this purpose was the Department for the 
publication of oriental manuscripts, popularly known as the Curator’s Office. 
That department was established by the erstwhde Government of Travancore 
in the year 1908. Under the patronage of the then Maharaja, Sri Mu lam 
Tirunal, this department made considerable progress both in the matter of 
collection of manuscripts and publication. By the year 1940 it had to its 
credit a collection of 3,000 manuscripts, and 142 publications in Sanskrit 
and 63 in Malayalam. 

The Travancore University (now the University of Kerala) immediately 
after its establishment organised a branch (1938) for the collection and 
preservation of old manuscripts. After some time the Curator’s Office (which 
was doing similar woik) was transferred to the control of the University 
by the Government and was amalgamated with the University Manuscripts 
Library in 1940. Ever since this amalgamation steady progress was made 
in collection and publication. 

The need for a Descriptive Catalogue and an Alphabetical Index of the 
manuscripts in the Library was felt from the very beginning. The former 
Curator’s Office had prepared and published eight volumes of Descriptive 
Catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts and three volumes of Descriptive Catalogue 
of 3Ialayalam manuscripts. After the formation of the University Manuscripts 
Library by the amalgamation of the Curator’s Office and the University 
Manuscripts section an Alphabetical Index of the Malayalam manuscripts 
was published in 1951. 

The preparation of an Alphabetical Index of the Sanskrit manuscripts 
which formed the bulk of the collection, was started immediately after the 
issue of the Malayalam Alphabetical Index. We are glad to issue the first 
volume of the Sanskrit Alphabetical Index in this form. It is comprehensive 
enough and includes references to the Palace Library collection, the Curator’s 
Office collection and the Madras Oriental Manuscripts Libraiy collection of 
Sanskrit manuscripts. This volume deals with 6079 works in Sanskrit and in 
arrangement according to the Devanagari alphabet it extends from ‘a’ to ‘n*. 
(31-01). The succeeding volumes are in the press and will be published in due 
course. 

In the preparation and publication of this Index I have been assisted 
by Sri. K. S. Mahadeva Sastri, (the former Curator,) Sri. N. RaghavanNair, 
(Senior Pandit,) Sri. N. Parameswaraai Nampiatiri and Sri. K. R. Subra- 
monia Sarma, Pandits of this Library. 


Trivandrum, ) 
24^1-1958. > 


Suranad Kunjau Pillai, 
Honorary Director, 
University Mamiscripts Library,. 
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The eoheme of the vbil is almost similai to that followed in the 
Alphabetioal Index of Sansi^it Manuscripts in the Government Oriental 
Manuscripts Library, Madras. Every effort has been made to give the 
adequate information concerning each manuscript. In fact many details 
which are generally found only* in the descriptive catalogues are incorporated 
in this Index. 

The serial number in the first column shows the arrangement of the 
manuscripts in cataloguing and enables one to see the total number of 
manuscripts in our collection. In the next two columns the titles of the works 
with marks of identification in brackets such as sqngTftfT, etc. are given 
in the Sanskrit alphabetical order, in theDevanagari and Roman scripts. The 
name of the author of the work or of the commentary or both are noted in the 
next column. Where the author or commentator is not known mere dots are 
given in the respective lows. The subject of the work is given in the 5th column. 
For clarity, the works have been classified under different subjects such as 
Veda, Vedalaksana, Agama, Mantra, Upanisat, Tantra, Puraoa, Itibasa, 
S'rauta, S'rautaprayoga, Gfhya, Grbyaprayoga, Dharma, S^aiitl, Mjhstmya, 
Vrata, Bhakti, Sik^a, Vyzkara.id, Nirukta, Cchandas, Jyotiba, Vaidya, 
Vedanta, N^aya, Yoga, Miraimsa, Kavya (Prakrta Kivya, Campu Kavya, 
Gadya Ksvya), Nataka, Alankira, Natyas^stra, Kamas'istra, Niti, S'llpa, Gita, 
Rasavada, Kos'a, Jamaiuata, Stotra, Subhasita, Samudrika and Vividha, 

In the next column the number of Granthas in each manuscript is given. 
The script, material and extent of the works are noted in the 7th column. 
We have in our collection manuscripts in various scripts - Devanagari, 
Nandinagari, Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, Grantha, Canarese and Bengali. 
The material of the manuscripts is either palm leaf or paper. Tuere are 
many works which are incomplete, fragmentary or complete. 

The remarks column gives details connected with the manuscript such 
as condition of the codex (whether old, worm-eaten or damaged), availability 
in other South Indian Libraries, date of copying the manuscript as found in the 
colophons etc., number of commentaries on the same work in our collection and 
the number of the work in the Dcbcriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit or Mala¬ 
yalam manuscripts in this Library where more details of the work can be 
referred to easily. In the last column the number affixed to each manuscript 
incur collection is given which enables one to take out the manuscript 
from the library shelves. 



Ad, Adysr (ALphabelioal Index ofSamikrit Mannaoriptt). 
An. Author. 

Bha* Bhasya, 

Bn. Bengali ISoript) 

C. Curator’s Office. 

Can. Canarese script. 

jEJ. M. Curator’s office (Malayalam). 

Cm. Complete. 

Com. Commentary or Commentator. 

DCM. Descriptive Catalogue of Malayalam Manusoripts. 
DCS. Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manusoripts. 

DN. Devsnagari (Script.) 

Gr. Grantha (Script.) 

Icm. Incomplete. 

L. Loan. 

Mai. Malayalam. 

Mar. Maratti. 

Md. Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts Library. 

M. £. Malayalam Era. 

Mss. Manusoripts. 

My. Mysore (Oriental Library), 

NKg. Nandmagan (Script). 

PL. Palm leaf. 

Pr. Paper. 

Sam. Samvat. 

T. Sanskrit Transcript. 

Ta. or Tam.-Tamil (Script). 

Tel. Telugu (Script.) 

Tir. Tiruppati (Oriental Library). 

Tj. Tanjore (Saraswati Mahal Library). 

Tm. Transcript Malayalam. 

Tp. Trivandrum Palace (Library). 

Vi. Vivarana. 
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